
IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 

FOR THE SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF WEST VIRGINIA 

CHARLESTON DIVISION 

IN RE: C. R. BARD, INC. ] 

PELVIC REPAIR SYSTEMS ] 

PRODUCTS LIABILITY LITIGATION ] MDL NO. 2187 

] 

__________________________________________] 

PRETRIAL ORDER # 312____ 

(ORDER RE:  QUALIFIED SETTLEMENT FUND – 

JOHNSON LAW GROUP 

Pending is an Unopposed Motion for Approval of Qualified Settlement Fund, filed 

September 18, 2019. [ECF No.7498].  Johnson Law Group (“JLG”), as counsel for certain 

plaintiffs in MDL No. 2187 and other claimants, has moved the Court for entry of an Order to 

aid in the efficient processing and administration of a Confidential Master Settlement Agreement 

(the “Settlement Agreement”) between Defendant C. R. Bard, Inc. (“Bard”) and JLG to resolve 

the claims of certain claimants against Bard relating to the implantation of Bard Pelvic Products 

(as defined in the Settlement Agreement).  The Court, having reviewed the Motion, and finding 

good and sufficient cause, FINDS and ORDERS the following: 

1. The Unopposed Motion [ECF No. 7498] is GRANTED.

2. The JLG-Bard Settlement Escrow Account (“Settlement Escrow”), including 

any subaccounts thereof, shall be established as a Qualified Settlement Fund 

within the meaning of Treasury Regulation Section 1.468B-1, pursuant to this 

court’s continuing subject matter jurisdiction over the underlying matter and 

consistent with Treas. Reg. Section 1.468B-1(c)(1).

3. The Court approves the Settlement Escrow and the Escrow Agreement attached 

hereto as Exhibit A.



4. Archer Systems, LLC is appointed as Fund Administrator and shall serve

pursuant to the terms, conditions and restrictions of the Unopposed Motion and

the Settlement Agreement. JLG and said Fund Administrator are given the

authority to conduct any and all activities necessary to administer this Fund as

described in the Motion and consistent with the Settlement Agreement.

5. The Settlement Escrow, which includes all principal and interest earned

thereon, shall be deposited in an account held in escrow at Amegy Bank, a

division of Zions Corp., N.A. (“Escrow Agent”), pursuant to the terms of the

Escrow Agreement.  The Escrow Agent shall invest and reinvest from time to

time the escrowed funds in:  (a) any obligations of, or any obligation

guaranteed as to principal and interest by, the United States of America or any

agency or instrumentality thereof; or (b) U.S. dollar denominated deposit

accounts with domestic commercial or national banks; or (c) Government

money market accounts or money market funds registered under the Federal

Investment Company Act of 1940.  Such funds shall be invested such that the

following investment policy is implemented, as appropriate:  (a) safety of

principal; (b) zero bank balance exposure through use of custodial/trust

accounts (to avoid the risk of bank deposit forfeiture); and (c) zero sweep

disbursement accounts.

6. The funds held by the Escrow Agent in the Settlement Escrow shall be

disbursed by the Escrow Agent only pursuant to and in conformance with the

terms of the Escrow Agreement and the Settlement Agreement, which require

written authorization on behalf of JLG, Bard, and the Administrator for funds



to be disbursed from escrow. 

7. The Fund Administrator is authorized to effect qualified assignments of any

resulting structured settlement liability within the meaning of Section 130(c) of

the Internal Revenue Code to the qualified assignee.

8. The Fund Administrator is authorized, upon final distribution of all monies paid

into the Fund, to take appropriate steps to wind down the fund, and thereafter

the Fund Administrator is discharged from any further responsibility with

respect to the Fund.

ENTERED: September 18 , 2019 
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