
UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF WEST VIRGINIA 

 
NOW ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS: 

 
CRIMINAL JUSTICE ACT PANEL 

CRIMINAL JUSTICE ACT TRAINING PANEL 
 

The U.S. District Court for the Southern District of West Virginia is now accepting applications 
to the Criminal Justice Act (CJA) Panel and CJA Training Panel.  Applications are available through the 
court’s website at www.wvsd.uscourts.gov.  All applications must be submitted by Friday, November 
18, 2011.  
 
The Criminal Justice Act Panel 
 
  CJA Panel members represent financially disadvantaged defendants who are charged with 
criminal offenses or, in some cases, who are pursuing related civil matters in federal court.  The Court 
seeks competent, dedicated attorneys who are committed to the representation of the financially 
disadvantaged.  The qualifications of applicants will be reviewed by the Panel Advisory Committee, 
which will make recommendations to the district judges of the Southern District of West Virginia.  The 
district judges will make the final decision as to panel membership.  The CJA Plan for the district (found 
at www.wvsd.uscourts.gov) requires that members of the CJA Panel (1) be in good standing of the federal 
bar of the district; (2) have a working knowledge of the Federal Rules of Criminal Procedure, Federal 
Rules of Evidence, Bail Reform Act, and U.S. Sentencing Guidelines; and (3) have sufficient relevant 
experience, with a preference given to those who have criminal trial experience and a reputation for 
providing high-quality representation; federal judicial clerkship(s) or civil litigation experience may also 
be considered.  Currently, the hourly rate is $125/hour for both in-court and out-of-court work.       
 
The Criminal Justice Act Training Panel 
  
 The CJA Training Panel has been created for those attorneys who are interested in serving on the 
CJA Panel, but who may not have the relevant experience required for membership to the CJA Panel.  
Training Panel members will be mentored by individuals chosen by the court, and will attend as many 
client meetings, jail visits, negotiations, hearings, and trials with their mentors as possible.  They are not 
eligible to receive independent appointments or compensation.  Prior service on the Training Panel is not 
required for membership on the CJA Panel, nor will service on the Training Panel guarantee admission of 
an attorney to the CJA Panel.  
 

APPLICATIONS MUST BE RECEIVED BY FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 18, 2011 AND ARE 
AVAILABLE AT WWW.WVSD.USCOURTS.GOV   

 
Contact:  Mary Claire Davis, CJA Supervising Attorney 
maryclaire_davis@wvsd.uscourts.gov 
(304) 347-3000 

 


